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Are you ready for a visit from HSE, after
returning to work post COVID isolation?
HSE inspectors are busy contacting business across the country to make sure their
workplaces are COVID secure, which will help tackle and prevent local outbreaks
occurring.
To be COVID secure means that you have put in place adjustments within your workplace
to manage the risk of COVID and protect all your workers and others who could come into
contact with the disease as a result of your business.
It is recommended businesses follow the Government’s five practical
step principle in order to do this:
Step 1 – Carry out a COVID Risk Assessment.
Step 2 – Develop increased cleaning, hand washing and hygiene procedures.
Step 3 – Take all reasonable steps to help people work from home where possible.
Step 4 – Maintain 2.0m social distancing where possible.
Step 5 – Manage transmission risk where people cannot be 2.0m apart.
Primarily HSE are contacting business within Government watch areas, where there has
been a number of increased cases, but it is better to be prepared now to minimise the risk
of them contacting you, or at least if they do, you are ready!
If you are unsure about whether your workplace is COVID secure, please speak to
someone in our consultancy team who will be happy to advise.
Health & Safety at its best.
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Real Life Stories

(HSE -https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/)

Company fined after causing a high-pressure gas leak near to the M73 and M8 motorway. Following
HSE investigations it was apparent the high-pressure pipeline, which resulted in 271 tonnes of gas being
released in the atmosphere close to employees, was hit by an excavator. This could have been
avoidable, according to the HSE.
The company have been prosecuted for breaching regulation 15 of the Pipelines Safety Regulations
1996 and section 33(1c) of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974.
Company fines after an employee dies and another worker was seriously injured. Following two very
serious incidents at the factory, in which one employee lost their life and another experienced a serious
injury to their hand, the company have been prosecuted for breaching Section 2 (1) of the Health and
Safety at Work Act 1974, Regulation 11 (1) of the Provision and Use of Work Equipment 1998, and
Regulation 3(1a) of the Electricity at Work 1989 by failing to comply with Regulation 6(c). The company
failed to identify the risk of crushing posed by the passing machines; failed to devise a safe system of
work to control this risk and failed to provide adequate training which resulted in the death of a worker.
The company has been fined £285,000 and ordered to pay costs of £56,324.97.

Annual Leave Amendments
As a result of Coronavirus, there have been amendments made to The Working Time Regulations in
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
All employees are entitled to a minimum of four weeks paid annual leave a year, and generally if this is
not used within their working year, they are unable to carry them on. Use them or lose them, is the
standard principle.
However, due to recent events, an amendment has been made and inserted into the regulation which
enables all workers, who have not been able to use their annual leave because of Coronavirus
restrictions to carry their entitlement over to the immediate next two years.
As with all holiday requests, specific dates can be denied by the employer if it not a suitable time, but the
employer cannot refuse them to use up their allowance altogether.
If an employee’s contract is terminated during this time then they are still entitled to leave in respect of
what they carried forward, therefore the employer shall make the employee a payment in lieu of leave
equal to the sum due. For example, if you terminate an employee's contract a year today, they will be
entitled to all the holiday they have accrued in 2021, plus the holiday they were unable to take in 2020.
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Gas Safety Week
In 2018, according to the England and Wales statistics from HSE, 42 people died as result of exposure
to accidental carbon monoxide poisoning. This figure is by far the lowest recorded for 9 years.
This year marks the 10th Gas Safety Week, and it will be running from 14th - 20th September 2020. It
is so important people are aware of the dangers of gas, so one day we may be able to bring the
statistics down to ZERO!
If you are interested in taking part in the Gas Safety Week, please visit www.gassaferegister.co.uk
to pledge your support. It takes place over a week, and this year is raising awareness on gas safety
and the importance of taking care of gas appliances.
So, what is Carbon Monoxide?
Carbon monoxide, or CO, is a highly poisonous gas, and can be deadly. CO has zero taste, zero
colour and zero smell, so you could suffer the effects of exposure without even knowing!
CO leaks can occur when appliances are poorly maintained, incorrectly fitted or badly repaired. One of
the most common appliances that could have a gas leak is a gas boiler. Most premises have these,
and they should be serviced annually. However, how many people actually do this?
So, how would you know if you had Carbon Monoxide poisoning?
Headaches, Nausea, Dizziness, Breathlessness, Collapse, Loss of Consciousness!
What should you do if you think you or someone is experiencing Carbon monoxide Poisoning?
1. Move them to fresh air immediately – you/they may start to feel better straight away, and this
would certainly suggest there is a gas leak in your house.
2. Open all the doors and windows and switch of gas appliances. If safe to do so. Do not switch
ignition sources on if you suspect a gas leak (Light switches, flames, etc)!
3. Contact your GP if you suspect gas poisoning, and they may need to treat you further.
4. Call the emergency gas helpline (0800 111 999) if you suspect an immediate danger.
(NB; Number could differ, so it is important to know yours within your area)
Simple preventative measures that could protect you from a gas leak!
Ensure your gas appliances are serviced annually by a qualified gas safe registered engineer –
ask to see their credentials if you are unsure.
Fit an EN 50291/BS audible carbon monoxide alarm in your home, in the same room as the main
gas appliances – boilers/cookers – they will soon tell you if they sense a leak!!
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Whats going on with Arion?
Our new build is really starting to take shape, and if you pass it you will
now be able to see how much!
COVID is still making some things difficult but our builders are working as
hard as possible to ensure the build is ready soon.
We cannot wait to welcome our clients back to our new premises when it
is up and running, and I am sure our team will be just as excited to be
back working together too.
In other news our lead fire consultant, Daniel Pryor, has recently been
awarded a FRACS certification, which is the highest certification a Fire
Risk Assessor can achieve. He is also a Member of ISFM (Institute of
Fire Safety Managers) and awaiting approval of becoming a Tier 3
NAFRAR.
Our lovely lead Health and Safety consultant, Jade Welch, has also
recently received her degree in Occupational Safety, Health and the
Environment, passing with first class honours. A well deserved
achievement after all her years of hard work. Well done Jade!!
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Arion Shop Offers
COVID PPE First Aid Kit - Only £10.00
Consists of:
2 x Cofra Health Masks
2 x Disposable Aprons
2 x Disposable Aprons
1 x Safety Glasses
1 x Face Shield Resuscitation Aid

Antibacterial Wipes
Portwest Tub Wipes (IW30) - £5.50 per tub
(50 wipes)

Portwest Packet Wipes (IW51) - £5.95
per pack
(100 wipes)

Promotions limited to availability.
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